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TSSA BYLAWS
The TSSA Constitution and By-laws is the framework of rules that govern interscholastic competition among TSSA member schools. Every provision of the Constitution and every By-law were voted into effect by the membership and can be changed only by a vote of the membership. The Committee approves interpretations for situations that need elaboration or are not specifically mentioned in the Constitution and By-laws.

TSSA Policies and Procedures are enacted by the Committee to provide guidance for the day-to-day administration of TSSA softball programs and the operation of TSSA
The TSSA Blue book is a compilation of all these items, published every summer for the coming school term.
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1.
AFFILIATION AND REGISTRATION
1.1 
AFFILIATION (FORM A) AND REGISTRATION (FORM B1 + B2)
· The Affiliation fee is determined at the AGM of TSSA.

· Each school must register each team that is going to participate in the league using FORM B1 + B2 before the schools close for the holidays by email to the tournament directors and treasurer.
· Schools must register their players (form D) before the first league games.

· The principal or authorised person must certify that the dates of birth are correct.

· Copies of registration forms must be available for peruse at the organizer of the school at all league games.
· If the player registrations (Form D) are not submitted before the first league game, those teams will forfeit those games and the coming fixtures until their teams are registered.

1.2
AGE GROUPS



TSSA PROVIDES LEAGUES FOR BOYS AND GIRLS IN THE FOLLOWING AGE GROUPS:
· PRIMARY SCHOOLS


Mini softball


- Players that are in Grade 2 and 3


10 and under – League
- Players that turn 10 or 9 in the current year


11 and under – League
- Players that turn 11 in the current year


12 and under – League
- Players that turn 12 in the current year


13 and under – League
- Players that turn 13 in the current year
· SECONDARY SCHOOLS

14 and under – League
- Players that turn 14 in the current year


15 and under – League
- Players that turn 15 in the current year


16 and under – League
- Players that turn 16 in the current year


19 and under – League
- Players that turn 17, 18 or 19 in the current year
1.3
ELIGIBILITY


Players may only play for the team for which they were registered except in cases of substitution (Clause 3.2)


Interpretation:  Players may only play ONE game on a league day.  


Players registered in an older age group can only play for that age group except for trials.



Players in a school that do not offer softball as sport may play in other teams or schools provided that the principal agrees 
   to it and provide a letter to organizer confirming participation.
1.4
OLDER PLAYERS



An U13 team (primary schools) and an U19 team (secondary schools) may register 4 (FOUR) u14 (primary schools) or 


4 (FOUR) u20 (Secondary schools) in the said team, 
provided that:

· Only TWO of the older players are in the line-up for a game. They can be substituted by other u 14/20 players.
· Older Players are NOT allowed to be the pitcher or the catcher.
· A high school registered player may NOT play for an u13 primary school team.

· Under 13 players registered at a primary school, may NOT play for an u14 high school team.  
· Home schooled players have to play according to their age group.
1.5
LATE REGISTRATION



When a school needs to use a player, who is not yet registered in any team, the school / 
team may use player under the 

following conditions:

· Write his name on the back of the team return indicating that the player is a late registration on the front in red.

· The late registration must be made known to the umpire, the scorer as well as the coach of the opposition BEFORE the start of the game.

· No fees to be paid for late registration provided that 1.1 is adhered to.

1.6
PENALTY



Schools violating the above procedures on registration will lose their league points for that game.

1.7
REGISTRATION FEE



The registration fee per team/player is determined by the AGM.
2.
LEAGUE GAMES

2.1
FIXTURES



After all entries are received from schools, the tournament coordinator will divide schools into district leagues or combined 

leagues when districts do not have enough entries.
· Primary Schools entering TWO (2) A teams need to enter them in different leagues.
· Primary schools may enter B teams but they might play in a different section than the A-team.

2.2
POSTPONEMENT OF GAMES



Under no circumstances will games be postponed for reasons such as illness or injuries of a player.
· For specific school’s functions where most players are involved in, the two organisers must make a combined decision in consultation with the two principals and communicate it to the tournament coordinator or Vice-chairperson.

· However, the games must be played before the fixtured date, or, in exceptional cases, before the next league game.
· All games must be played before the last fixture of the season.

2.3
LEAGUE POINTS



A team will get 2 points for a win, 1 point for a draw and no points for a loss.
2.4
LEAGUE DAYS

· Tuesdays and Thursdays will be used for all primary schools-fixtures and Saturdays for secondary schools, but schools may play on any day in cases of games being postponed under Clause 2.2
· Games could be moved to Fridays under the following conditions:

· The flood lights must be able to provide sufficient light for Softball.

· The opposition must approve the change and be involved with the arrangements.

3.
RULES FOR SCHOOL LEAGUES


ALL WBSC rules are adopted by TSSA but the following are exceptions for School’s leagues only:

3.1

SIX – RUN RULE (is considered a "Mercy rule") 


The Six – Run rule will be used in all school's leagues.



RUN AHEAD RULE (Stop a game if a team is ahead too far) will not be used at any stage in school leagues. 
3.1.1 
After six runs are scored, it will be side down.

3.1.2 
A team may score nine runs in an inning when it is bases-loaded after five runs and the batter hits a homerun.

3.1.3 
Umpires must make sure that coaches do not LOAD the bases on purpose.

3.1.4 
PENALTY
· The coaches will be removed from the game, and may not even give directions from behind the dead ball line.

· The coach will appear in front of the disciplinary committee.

N o t e: The Six – Run rule will not be used in semi-finals and finals.
3.2
RULE NOT TO FORFEIT GAMES.
3.2.1 
Only players registered on FORM-D may play in league games. (See 1.3 + 1.5)
3.2.2 
If a team arrives for a game with only 9 players, they must use a player of a B-team or a younger age group as a substitute 

provided that:

· The name is written on the team return as a substitute before the game starts.

· The player will only be allowed to play in case on an injury.
· The substitute (that is a good B-player or younger registered player) may not play and a registered player for the specific team sits on the bench.

3.2.3 
If a team arrives with less than 9 players, a player(s) of the B team or of a younger age group may play under the following 

conditions:

· The names of the players must appear in the line-up of the team return and be clearly marked

· The umpire and scorer must be notified, and the scorer must make a note on the score sheet

· The B-team or younger registered player(s) will not be allowed to pitch!

· The umpire must notify the opposition

· The same player may not be used in two consecutive games when 
the same problem occurs for a next game. (Nine 
players of another team to be used and not only one)
3.2.4 
If team plays with 9 players only and an injury occur, the coach may use a younger player of a team not playing.

3.2.5

Interpretation:  Players may only play ONE game on a day (3.2.2) except in cases under (3.2.3 + 3.2.4)

3.2.6 
Penalty:  The GAME WILL BE FORFEITED but completed and the coach/manager will be removed from the game and will 

appear in front on the Disciplinary Committee of TSSA.
NOTE:  The aim of clause 3 is to have all games played to prevent that teams travel long distances and not being able to play on 

arrival or call the opponents and forfeit because of lack of players.
  3.3
   PITCHING RULES


• The pitcher has only 5 sec. after receiving the ball from the catcher to step onto the pitcher's plate. 


• It is not allowed in school’s league to use the "Intentional walk" during any games.

  3.4      PITCHING CIRCLE RULE
WBSC rules states that when a batter is awarded 4 balls (gets a "walk"), he may overrun 1st base as if it was a batted ball.

· When the catcher has the ball and throws it back to the pitcher BEFORE the batter-runner reaches 1st base:

· u10 and 11 will stay on 1st base

· Other age groups may advance to 2nd base with NO stoppage at 1st base with the liability to be put out with a tag. 
3.5
DROPPED THIRD STRIKE RULE



For the under 10/11 age groups, this rule will fall away. If the 3rd strike is dropped by the catcher, the batter will be called out 

and the scorer will score a "strike out". (Batter may still run towards 1st base)
3.6
INFIELD FLY RULE



For the under 10/11 age groups, this rule will fall away. If an "infield fly" occurs, it will be considered the same as any fly ball.


• If the ball is caught, the batter is out, and runners must tag up (go back to the bases).


• If the ball is dropped, the batter may run to 1st base and runners may advance at own risk.
4.
GENERAL SCHOOL RULES

4.1.
TEAM RETURNS

4.1.1

A team return (team list) must be completed IN FULL on the official team-
return. SURNAME 1st, FULL NAME 2nd (As 


registered during registration)
4.1.2 
Team returns must be handed to the scorer (in TRIPLICATE – One for Scorers, One for Umpire, One for opponents). 4.1.3 
   At the finals the team returns must be completed in quadruplicate.
4.1.4

Team returns must be handed to the scorer 10 minutes before the start of the game.  The umpire must make sure 

   that it is completed in full.
4.1.5

The scorer MUST write her name and the name of the Umpire for that game on the score sheet.
4.1.5

The scorer must fill in the result of the game and hand both returns to the organiser of the school.
4.2
PLAYERS UNIFORMS

· Numbers for 1st Teams (Primary and High Schools) was compulsory in 2017
· Numbers for u10 and 1st teams (Primary) and U14 and 1st teams (High Schools) were compulsory in 2018

· Numbers for u10, u11 and 1st teams (Primary) and u14, u15 and 1st teams (High Schools) compulsory 2019

· Numbers for u10, u11, u12 and 1st teams (Primary) and u14, u15, u16 and 1st teams (High Schools) compulsory 2022
· All teams must be dressed the same according to WBSC rules

· Beginner schools may wear hockey or rugby attire if the whole team is dressed alike

· Softball pants must be worn in the second year after first affiliation.  Girls may wear shorts

· It is not compulsory for boys to wear caps

· Shoes may not have metal spikes, metal studs or cleats


N o t e:  Uniforms should be neat, and shirts tucked into the pants.

4.3   
PROTECTIVE  GEAR

 4.3.1

It is compulsory for batters of ALL AGE GROUPS to wear batting helmets around the diamond.  Five (5) helmets are needed 

per team.
4.3.2 
It is compulsory that all catchers wear a catcher’s helmet, chest protector and leggings. A catcher MUST wear his helmet and 

mask when he / she is warming up a pitcher.
4.4 
DURATION OF GAMES

4.4.1
The number of innings does not have any restriction on a game, time is the ONLY norm.
4.4.2

All games might go to full seven (7) innings provided it is completed in:

· One (1) hour for primary schools

· One and a quarter hour for secondary schools

· For semi-finals and finals, the time is increased to 1h 15 min. for Primary 
and to 1h 30min. for secondary schools.

4.4.3

An inning should not be started if only 10 minutes or less remains.  If an inning is 
started, it must be completed.

4.4.4
   To be a completed inning, the HOME team will bat last in the bottom half of the last inning unless the home team is leading 

already or when the winning run is scored.
4.4.5 
Games will be called

· Games will be legal after 1 hour and 15 minutes (High schools) and 1 hour (Primary schools)
· If  the Home team is already leading in the bottom half of the last inning

· When the winning run is scored in the bottom of the last inning
· Speed-up rule must always be applied by the umpire for school games.
· Rained out games will be a draw except if 2 innings (Primary schools) and 3 innings (High schools) were completed it will be official. 

Notes
· The HOME team will be fielding first and bat last and will be sitting on the third-base line or dugout.  The VISITORS will bat first and sit on the first-base line out or dugout.

· The number of innings does not have any restriction on a game.

· NO GAMES WILL BE REVERTED BACK TO PREVIOUS INNINGS
· The scorers are the only timekeepers
· The official game-time starts when the first warm-up ball is pitched - time will start then.

4.5
FRIENDLY GAMES



All schools affiliated to TSSA must first honour their league fixtures before engaging in any other matches not organised by 

TSSA. Departmental rules must be followed when playing in another province.
5.
HOSTING SCHOOLS – RESPONSIBILITIES


The hosting school (HOME TEAM) shall provide:

· The fixtures for the day (games, diamonds and times) which must be faxed or emailed to the visiting school not later than 3 days prior to the fixed date.

· Allocate umpires and scorers in consultation with the visiting schools. (See 7.4)
· The program for the day, with NAMES of UMPIRES must be available at the games and sent to the UIC for your district for purpose of statistics and awards.
· Adequate diamonds, neatly marked, with bases, home- and pitcher’s plates

· Backstops at all diamonds not closer than 4 meters for primaries and 5 meters for secondary schools from home plate

· Tables and chairs at all diamonds for the scorers (2 per diamond)

· A board on which the layout of diamonds is displayed, as well as the fixtures

· Refreshments for visiting coaches and officials / or what organisers decide.

· Tuck shop for players and parents

· First aid

· Adequate ablutions
· Organisers must decide collectively in advance who will be the UIC of the upcoming league games and add it on the program for the day. (See 7.3)
6.
RESULTS
6.1

Both schools shall complete the online form AND forward (e-mail) the results on the appropriate FORM R to the District 

chairman within 24 hours.
6.2

The scorer must write her name and that of the umpire on the score sheet AND team return.
6.3

The scorer must write the results of the game on both team returns at the bottom and it must be certified by the umpire 

with his/her signature.
6.4

Both team returns should be stapled together and handed to the organizer of the hosting school, who will hand team returns 

to the District chairman within 24 hours.


EXAMPLE:  This form is attached to your fixtures
	RESULTS – GSSA – LEAGUE
	FORM   R

	SCHOOL:  Pretoria Noord

	DATE:  2016/08/16  (Fixture date)
	DATE:  2016/08/15  (Date played)

	AGE
	OPPONENTS
	POINTS FOR
	POINTS AGAINST
	COMMENT (if any)

	Girls u/14 B
	HBP
	8
	4
	W

	Girls u/14 A
	GLEN
	3
	2
	W

	Boys u/14 A
	HBP
	3
	5
	L

	Girls u/16 A
	HBP
	7
	6
	W

	Girls u/16 B
	HBP
	7
	0
	Forfeit game

	Boys u/16 A
	HBP
	
	
	On rugby tour

	Boys u/16 B
	HBP
	
	
	Plays 27/07

	Girls u/19 
	HBP
	10
	8
	W

	Boys u/19 A
	GLEN
	8
	8
	Tie

	ORGANISER:  ____________________DATE:  _________________________


7.         UMPIRES
· All umpires must be evaluated every second year
7.1
Payment of umpires.


The recommended fees are as follows: 
· R100 per game – Beginners with card / Level I
· R150 per game – Level II 

· R200 per game – Level III
· R250 - National umpires - schools to consult with umpires regarding fees. 

7.2
Umpire in Chief (UIC) at league games


The two organizers will communicate before the league DAY on who will become the day’s UIC.  The highest graded umpire 

between the schools or the Union umpire will be the UIC for the day and his/her task will be:
· To handle all appeals regarding rules and regulations at the venue.  If a coach was not satisfied with the outcome of a ruling, UIC (of the day) must be called to decide on it.  If the coach is NOT satisfied with the ruling, he must notify the UIC and umpire that he/she intends to lodge a PROTEST. This must be noted on the score sheet, a payment of R 300.00 paid to the UIC and a written protest be forwarded to the EXECUTIVE with a R300,00 payment within 24 hours

· The name of the UIC, including the rest of the umpires of the day, must appear on the program and the organiser should announce it on the PA system if available.

· The program of the day, inclusive of umpires for each game, must be send to the chief umpire of your ward for purpose of statistics.

7.3
UMPIRES ALLOCATION

· During discussions between schools to set up the program for the specific day, the following schedule must be used to allocate umpires to make it fair to both schools.


       Example: Four (4) games between 2 schools. Both schools should give 2 umpires each. School A only have 1 umpire 

       available. School B has 3 umpires available. School A must pay one (1) umpire from school B.
· The two organisers may decide between them to use an umpire of the visitors to handle the U/19A game if of a higher level.

Use this Schedule.
· High schools

· Home school - U/19 A, U/16 B, U/15 A, U/14 B

· Visitors           - U/19 B, U/16 A, U/15 B, U/14 A

· Primary schools

· Home school - U/13 and U/12

· Visitors           - U/11 and U/10  (Due to the size of the diamond)
7.4
UMPIRE’S UNIFORM
· All umpires must be dressed in umpires uniform/Blues as prescribed by SSA Technical. No school uniform may be worn. 

· Protective gear is compulsory, no matter the level of the league game.
· If an umpire is also a coach of a team, he/she may wear his umpire’s uniform, but must wear something else over the umpire’s shirt while coaching. This also includes players that are used as umpires.

7.5
REGISTRATION


Umpires must be registered on Form F.  Form F must be forwarded to the District head umpire (District UIC)
8. 
SCORERS

8.1
REGISTRATION
· Scorers must be registered by their schools on Form F and a registration fee of R30.  Form F must be forwarded to the SIC.
8.2      COURSES, ANALYSING & EVALUATION

· All scorers must attend the course at the beginning of each season. 
· All scorers must write an official exam every second year before the start of the league.

· Schools need to be able to analyse score sheets and need to train someone for that purpose at TSSA clinics.  

 8.3
 CONDUCT DURING GAMES 

· At games scorers of both teams MUST sit together and work together to make the scoring similar.  
· Each scorer must score for both teams.
8.4      PAYMENT OF SCORERS

· Schools are paying their own teachers that are scorers.
· Outsourced scorers will be paid as follows:

· R100 per game for scholars 
· R150 per game for adults
· R200 per game for Level 2+ Scorers

· R250 per game for SSA scorers 
8.5
SCORER’S UNIFORM

· 
Scorers may wear their school’s uniform. The official dress is the dress prescribed by SSA Technical (Blues) for Summer Games or Regional games.
8.6  
SCORE SHEETS
· 
Scorers must complete the score sheet; add their NAME and the name of the UMPIRE who will sign the score sheet after the game.
·    Transfer the final score to the team return

· 
Schools need to be able to analyse score sheets and need to train someone for that purpose at TSSA clinics.


· 
Analysed score sheets must be handed to the organiser that will forward it electronically to the Data Capturer within 48 hours to be able to do the statistics.
·    Analyzed score sheets that do not reach the Data Capturer in time will not be used for trials &statistics.

9. LEAGUE WINNERS AND TROPHIES

9.1
DISTRICT / WARD WINNERS 

The school ending on the top of Log will be the district/ward league winner.


In case of a tie, the determination of winners will be done by: (WBSC Rule Book)
· Teams shall be ranked by the results of the games amongst themselves; a winner is placed ahead of a loser.
· If a tie persists, teams shall be ranked in order of their runs against record in games amongst themselves; the team with the lowest runs against record is placed ahead of the other. 
· If a tie persists, teams shall be ranked in order of their runs against record in all league matches; the team with the lowest runs against record is placed ahead of the other.  
· If a tie persists, Teams that earn league points by getting points from opponents will be placed lower on the log as those that played all their games. (This is to ensure that ALL GAMES are played, and teams do not GIVE or ACCEPT points)

9.2
REGIONAL WINNERS (TSHWANE)

9.2.1
Primary schools

Fixtures for all leagues are set by the tournament director Primary Schools.


9.2.1.1 BOYS

· One "District" for boys only because not all schools allow boys to play.

· Atteridgeville, Mamelodi and Soshanguve MUST have a full Round Robin league between the schools in their area.

· The CITY boys are playing a single Round Robin

· Winners of Atteridgeville, Mamelodi and Soshanguve will play nr 2, 3 and 4 on the City LOG in the PLAY OFFS. 

· The two top schools (1 + 2) will play in the semifinals (1 - 4, 2 - 3) against the winners of the Play offs. The winners will play in the finals.
	Play Offs  (¼ finals)
	Semi Finals
	Finals

	1 vs Bye

2 vs Bye / Soshanguve)....  (a)

3 vs Mamelodi ..................(b)

4 vs Atteridgeville............  (c)
	1 vs (c)............... (d)

2 (a) vs (b) ..........(e)
	Winner (d) vs Win (e) Gold + Silver

Loser (d)     vs Loser (e) Bronze



9.2.1.2  GIRLS - PRIMARY SCHOOLS
· Atteridgeville, Mamelodi and Soshanguve MUST have a full Round Robin league between the schools in their area.
· League for Girls are divided into 5 Districts according to location. Winners will receive trophies for winning the league.
· All five districts have their own District Coordinator to control fixtures of her district's league and receive the results thereof. 
9.2.2
Rankings (GIRLS)

After completion of the league competition, the districts will be ranked according to their final position as follows:
	
	Ranking
	RA
	

	District Winners 
Lowest to Highest 
Runs Against (RA) 

	Pos 1
	W1
	

	
	Pos 2
	W2
	

	
	Pos 3
	W3
	

	
	Pos 4
	W4
	

	
	Pos 5
	W5
	When teams of different districts are tied according to all points of 

	District 2nd Places Lowest to Highest
Runs Against (RA)                         
	Pos 6
	P2
	

	
	Pos 7
	P2
	Bye Law 9.1

	
	Pos 8
	P2
	Then we will use the 

	
	Pos 9
	P2
	Points difference to determine 

	
	Pos 10
	P2
	which team will be placed above another team. 

	District Number 3 first 

3 Positions of league   lowest RA  &

 Mamelodi, Atteridgeville and Soshanguve
	Pos 11
	P3
	

	
	Pos 12
	P3
	

	
	Pos 13
	P3
	

	
	Pos 14
	M
	

	
	Pos 15
	A
	

	
	Pos 16
	S
	


9.2.3
Playoffs

	Playoff
	
	

	1 v 16
	a
	

	2 v 15
	b
	

	3 v 14
	c
	

	4 v 13
	d
	8 games to divide 

	5 v 12
	e
	Teams in 2 groups

	6 v 11
	f
	

	7 v 10
	g
	

	8  v  9
	h
	


9.2.4
cup & plate sections
	8 Winning 
teams 
	CUP
	Quarter F
	
	SEMI-FINAL
	
	
	
	

	
	
	W(a-h) - A
	 
	SF 1
	W (A)
	 
	Final
	

	
	
	W(b-g) - B
	
	
	W (D)
	
	Final
	W SF 1
	

	
	
	W(c-f) - C
	
	
	
	
	
	 
	Winner CUP

	
	
	
	 
	SF 2
	W (B)
	 
	
	W SF 2
	

	
	
	W(d-e) - D
	
	
	W (C)
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	8 Losing 
Teams
	PLATE
	Quarter F
	
	SEMI-FINAL
	
	
	
	

	
	
	L (a-h) - E
	 
	SF 1
	W (E)
	 
	Final
	

	
	
	
	
	
	W (H)
	
	Final
	W SF 1
	

	
	
	L (b-g) - F
	
	
	
	
	
	 
	Winner Plate

	
	
	
	 
	SF 2
	W (F)
	 
	
	W SF 2
	

	
	
	L (c-f) - G
	
	
	W (G)
	
	
	
	

	
	
	L (d-e) - H
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


9.24 
CUP and PLATE Competition result.
· Winners of CUP Competition.–Trophy and Medals for CUP – Gold, Silverand Bronze (Winner of Loser SF 1 v SF 2) Medals 
· Winners of PLATE Competition. – Trophy and Certificates for PLATE – Gold, Silverand Bronze (Winner of Loser SF 1 v SF 2) Certificates.

9.2.5
 THE HIGH SCHOOLS.
9.2.5.1
BOYS – F LEAGUE

· The city boys are playing a single round robin.  

· Atteridgeville, Mamelodi and Soshanguve MUST have a full Round Robin league between the schools in their area.

· Winners of Atteridgeville, Mamelodi and Soshanguve will play nr 2, 3 and 4 on the City LOG in the PLAY OFFS.  

· The two top schools (1 + 2) will play in the semifinals (1 - 4, 2 - 3) against the winners of the Play offs. 

· The winners will play in the finals 
	Play Offs  (¼ finals)
	Semi Finals
	Finals

	1 vs Bye

2 vs Bye / Soshanguve) ....(a)

3 vs Mamelodi ..................(b)

4 vs Atteridgeville ............(c)
	1 vs (c)............... (d)

2 (a) vs (b) ..........(e)
	Winner (d) vs Win (e) Gold + Silver

Loser (d)    vs Loser (e) Bronze


9.2.5.2 GIRLS


City Girls are divided into FIVE leagues according to strength of schools, and district location and schools with B-teams.


Atteridgeville, Mamelodi and Soshanguve must have a full Round Robin between 
local schools

· 
A-League
· A-league schools have their own fixtures among themselves at their own schools. 

· This is a single round and the venue will change each year/season.
· TOP 4 teams will progress to the Semi Finals
	Semi Finals
	Finals
	Medals

	1  vs  4 ............(a)

2  vs  3 ............(b)
	 Win (a)  vs Win (b) Los (a) vs. Win (b)


	Gold & Silver

Bronze


· The winner will receive a league trophy and medals as indicated.

· The school ending last (eighth) with results of ALL age groups, will be relegated to the B-league in the following year. 

· A central venue will be used when the Page System starts.

· The winner of section-A will advance to the Gauteng Championship in age groups for u15 and u19 (Open)

· 
League-b, C and E

· League B and C schools have their own fixtures among themselves at their own schools. 
· League D and E schools have their own fixtures among themselves at their own schools and the winner of the round robin is the winner of the league.

· This is a single round and the venue will change each year/season.
· TOP 4 teams in league B and C will progress to the Semi Finals
· A central venue will be used for the Semi Finals and Finals
	 Semi Finals
	Finals
	Medals

	1  vs  4 ............(a)

2  vs  3 ............(b)
	 Win (a) vs Win (b) 

Los (a) vs Los (b)
	Gold & Silver

Bronze


· The winner of each section will receive a league trophy and medals as indicated.

·  The winning SCHOOL with results of ALL age groups taken in consideration will be promoted to the HIGHER section. (B to A, and C to B)

· Losing school in B-league will be relegated to the C-league

· 
league-D: CITY (D1) & TOWNSHIP TEAMS (d2)

· Section D-1 schools in the City - will play a single round robin league between themselves. Winner will receive a trophy and medals.

· Top 4 teams will go through to play offs. 

· Section D-2 Township schools must provide us with names of schools in each age group.

· Registration forms for players in each age group.

· Section D-2 schools in Atteridgeville and Mamelodi will play a single (or double) round robin in their area and the winners will receive a trophy and medals

· The winners in each area will play D3 and D4 of the City LOG in the PLAY OFFS.  

· The two TOP teams in D1 advance directly to the semi-finals against winners of games (c) and (d). Finals will be between winner A & B. 

	Play offs 
	Semi Finals
	Finals + Medals

	D1 (1) - bye....... (a)

D1 (2) - bye....... (b)

D1(3) vs Mamelodi -1.......(c)

D1(4) vs Atteridgeville-1...(d)
	(a) .......(c) ------ A

(b) ......(d) ------ B
	Win A vs Win B

Gold & Silver

Los (A) vs Los (B)

Bronze


10
PROVINCIAL CHAMPIONSHIP (GAUTENG) - SCHOOL WINNING THE AGE GROUP


This takes part the week after the Tshwane finals.
· Each Region, Ekurhuleni, Johannesburg, Sedibeng and Tshwane will have their own Regional Championship between schools to determine the SCHOOL winning in all age groups to participate in the Provincial Championship. 

· Age Groups: U/11, U/13, U/16 and Open (U/19)

· School's names of winners to be registered by the Regional Schools structures at GSSA.
· When four winners, each team will play 3 games. Top 3 of the logs will receive medals. Log standings determined according to 9.1.

· The Gauteng Department of Education will supply the medals for this day.

· The GDE supply food and refreshments 
· GDE will provide first aid
· The Venue could change each year.
· Each team will provide an umpire and scorer.
· SIC of the hosting region will support the Department with the scores and logs.
11 
SASI / USA Sports CHAMPIONSHIP


This is a Challenge Cup between Tshwane winners and North West winners. 


Since it is only ONE game per age group, these games will take place the Friday before the Gauteng Championship.

Age Groups: o10, o11, o12, o13, o14, o, 15, o16 en Open.
12
SUMMER GAMES

            This is an event organised by the Gauteng Dept. of Education inconjunction with 
SRSA and Softball SA. The Summer Games 
could be either a TOP SCHOOLS tournament (2015) 
or a selected team (Current)
12.1 
TOP SCHOOLS



Winners in the U/13 section of the Provincial Championship will be the top school for Gauteng to compete in the Summer 

Games.


The year when we have Top Schools, Regions will instruct High Schools to 
have U/17 teams to compete in the Provincial 

Championship.



The top schools, boys and girls, will advance to the Summer Games.



Coaches will be from the winning schools.



Selectors for each age group will be decided by Gauteng Schools Softball Ass. (GSSA)

12.2
SELECTED TEAMS



This year the GDE and SRSA allow selected teams to go to the Summer Games, trials will be held to select the players from 

all Regions for the Gauteng team. 

· Age groups:  U/17 and U/13 (If U13 part of program)
· Schools must send names from their school to the Executives of their District. 

· Each Region will conduct their own trials to select Regional teams

· All Regions will send their best 10/12 selected players (Regional teams) from their own trials for each age group, boys and girls to the provincial trials. 

· The venue for the provincial trials will alternate according to the year plan of GSSA between Pretoria, Johannesburg and Ekurhuleni. 
· The date for these trials will be according to the Year Program of GSSA.

· Fourteen players for each age group to be selected. Seven per team according to the quota rule from disadvantaged areas.

· Selectors: Each Region to bring TWO selectors - 6 in total - The names to be sends ONE week prior to the trials to the secretary. The convener for each age group to be decided on by the GSSA committee and announced before the trials.
· The convener to organise a person to conduct the trials and an umpire.
· Coaches: The coach and manager for each team, as well as the selector for the Summer Games, will come from the selectors. The GSSA committee will make the elections of these positions for each age group. One of the management team must be a teacher. 

· Technical: Names for umpires and scorers to be forwarded to GSSA by Regions. The GSSA committee will elect and announce an umpire and scorer for each team and send to SA Schools committee. 

· SSA will oversee technical and an UIC and SIC will be named by them.
13.
 REGIONAL TOURNAMENT - DIXON-WESSELS Tournament
· This tournament originates from the fact that Softball was removed from the Summer Games some years ago. To keep the players of Gauteng Regions involved and develop our players at regional level, the Regions decided to host a tournament for our own Regions. Later we were joined by Kwena (District of North West) and KZN. 

· This tournament is a SELF PAID tournament and is NOT supported by the GDE.

· The tournament will be hosted for TWO years in Gauteng and then ONE year in Durban.

· Trials for U/18 will be the responsibility of the Senior Federations. 

13.1 
AGE GROUPS

· Trials will be held for u/13, u/15 and u/18 in each region.  

· Trials will be organised in districts and then all districts together for 
Regional trials.

· All players must be dressed in white. No regional (provincial) attire may be worn.

· Schools must forward their names to the convenor when asked to do so and must comply with closing dates and number of players who may attend. This will be communicated through normal channels but will be according to the LOG-position and/or the different sections / age groups. 

· All players must be in possession of an ID copy, signed by the principal and hand it to the convener.

· Players will be charged R10, 00 to attend district trials.

13.2
SELECTORS

· Schools will be asked to send in nominations for selectors to the Regional Executive Committee who will appoint the panel of selectors and the convener for each age group from nominations received. To be nominated, the selectors must also be available to coach the team. 
· No age group may have more than ONE selector of a school per age group.
· Selectors will be announced BEFORE start of league to enable them to view players from all teams during the league.

· For Primary Schools Girls U12 and U13:

· U 12 – 40 players (10 x League, 20 x Cup and 15 x Plate) – White Sox Team 14 Players

· U 13 – 50 players (Previous year’s White Sox team, (including u12 players selected for Red or Blue Sox), 15 x Cup, 10 x Plate and players invited from league) – Red / Blue Sox Team 14 Players each
· Selectors will hand their final team to the executive for ratification. Teams will only be announced by the executive at the Regional Finals.

13.3
COACHES



The Executive Committees of each Region will appoint coaches and assistant coaches from the list of nominees received for 

selectors / coaches (Clause 12.2.1) for each team.

· Coaches will be selected BEFORE start of season. 
· At least one coach must be a teacher

· Girl’s teams may have a male coach but then the other person must be a female teacher.
13.4
TECHNICAL

· Names of umpires and scorers will be tabled by the UIC's and SIC's for high schools and primary schools at the management meeting to ratify the staff.

· Regions must register ONE umpire and ONE scorer for each team. 

· Regions that do not have sufficient number of umpires or scorers for the tournament will have to pay R500 per official, for each age group they do not have an umpire or scorer for. The host can then try to assist with extra technical.
· Expenses of the technical "hired" must be footed by the Region "borrowing"
· The GSSA will appoint the UIC and SIC for the tournament in conjunction with SSA.

13.5
SECTIONS

· The tournament will be run for TWO sections A and B. (See new proposal by GAUTENG REGIONS)
· Regions may enter A and B teams for the two sections.

· To enter two teams in the A section, it is compulsory for a region to enter a C team in the B section. 

· Township elected teams may also enter in the B-section as a District team. 
13.6
COST.

· As this is a self-paid tournament, the following fees are applicable.

· Team Entries - R 200 per team 

· Player Registrations - R 80 per player 

· Accommodation - The host will organise accommodation for all Regions preferably in hostels or affordable accommodation. 

· Lunch packets for players and coaches are optional
· Transport - The Regions are responsible to organise own transport

· Medals - G, S and B for all age groups - The host

· First Aid - The host

· Technical - Lunch for the LOC and technical provided by the host.

14.
PROTOCOL

· The first point of departure is for an individual school/ parent to contact the district 
 structure.  Should there still be a need to take issues further; the next point of call is the provincial structure.  From there it is the Provincial multi coded structure, then  to the national code structure and finally to the national multi-coded structure

· Appeals during league games must be solved with the UIC of the day that must give a solution to the rule or problem and play must continue afterwards, if the coach is NOT satisfied with the ruling, he must notify the UIC and umpire that he/she intends to lodge a PROTEST. This must be noted on the score sheet, a payment of R 300.00 paid to the UIC and a written protest be forwarded to the EXECUTIVE within 24 hours
· If the solution is not satisfactory, a formal Protest could be lodged.  The protest should be in writing to the Executive within 48 hours of the match along with a fee of R300, 00, which is again refundable if the appeal in upheld.  Only rules will be  discussed as the judgement of the Protest Committee is final

· All Protests should be countersigned by the couch and principal on a School’s letterhead.
Signed:  _________________________ 

Date:  __________________________
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